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City of Alta/Alta Municipal Utilities receives check from Insurance Trust 
Pilot Tribune 
February 16, 2018 
 
City of Alta/Alta Municipal Utilities recently received a $12,207.76 distribution check from 
its participation in the Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities’ Safety Group Insurance 
Program. 
 
All cities and municipal utilities carry comprehensive insurance to cover areas such as 
auto, property, general liability, employee benefit liability, crime/fidelity bond, 
equipment breakdown, workers’ compensation, umbrella liability, public officials’ errors 
and omissions, data compromise, law enforcement liability, and employment practice 
liability. 
 
The City of Alta/AMU has this coverage through the IAMU Safety Group Insurance 
Program from EMC and Jester Insurance. 
 
The program offers the coverage of a large, comprehensive insurance company while 
allowing the City of Alta/AMU to work with Mark Glienke, a local insurance agent, who 
can address the City of Alta/AMU’s specific needs. 
 
The program provides participants with numerous complimentary support services, 
including risk management, to help keep claims under control. 
 
Any realized savings is redistributed annually to participating cities and utilities through 
distribution checks authorized by the IAMU Insurance Trust Committee. 
 
Coal ash waste is leaking from a Muscatine landfill 
Des Moines Register 
February 9, 2018 
 
Coal ash waste from a Muscatine power plant landfill is leaking into the groundwater,  
says Earthjustice, a California environmental group. 
 
Testing from wells at the Muscatine Power & Water's landfill shows a statistically significant 
increase in levels of chlorides, sulfates, boron, calcium and total dissolved solids in the 
shallow groundwater. 
 
The compounds found through the Muscatine testing are indicators of possible coal ash 
contamination. Coal ash is a byproduct from producing electricity. 
 
The utility is required to perform additional testing to determine if the contaminants are 
spreading.  
 



	
So far, the levels found aren't considered dangerous to human health. 
 
"All coal ash landfills leak, it’s just a matter of time," said Pam Mackey Taylor, acting 
director of Sierra Club's Iowa Chapter. 
 
"And the older the coal ash site is, the more likely it is to leak," she said. "You can’t see it. 
The only way you can tell if there’s leaking is to do monitoring." 
 
Testing in Muscatine also indicated trace amounts of arsenic, radium and other 
chemicals. The state said testing shows they're naturally occurring and not coming from 
the coal ash landfill. 
 
"Muscatine Power & Water is assessing how bad the contamination is and what they can 
do about it," said Alex Moon, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources' land bureau 
chief. 
 
He said the contaminants have been contained on site, and testing will determine if they 
will remain there in the future. 
 
"Keep in mind that there isn't a drinking source around there," Moon said. "It's not good 
that there's contamination, but we're not concerned that we're polluting a drinking 
water well." 
 
Salvatore LoBianco, the utility's general manager, said the utility tests the closest  
neighbors' water annually for possible contamination. 
 
"To our knowledge and belief, we have not affected any surrounding drinking water," he 
said. 
 
Muscatine Power & Water is one 14 small utilities that provided testing results to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. Larger utilities will release test results in March. 
 
Earthjustice says the Trump administration is trying to roll back coal ash protections that 
include groundwater and cleanup standards. 
 
In early 2018 the Iowa Legislature took a step in addressing Iowa's water quality with a 
plan to reduce nitrogen and phosphorous levels by 45 percent. Kelsey Kremer/The 
Register 
 
The group said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt has written a new rule that will "weaken 
critical protections." EPA could publish the rule as soon as this month, Earthjustice says. 
 
“Hundreds more power plants will be making their required groundwater tests available 
online soon — and this is critical information that communities need to protect their 
drinking water from toxic pollution,” said Lisa Evans, the group's senior counsel. 
 
“From just this initial survey of these reports, we can see that groundwater contamination 
from coal ash pits is a grave concern,” she said. 



	
 
The group says the United States has about 1,400 coal ash pits that can release toxic 
chemicals into the air, water and soil that threaten nearby residents' health. 
 
Earthjustice says the leaking landfills were not required to have liners. 
 
LoBianco said the utility, which also provides water, internet, telephone and cable TV 
services, was built with a clay liner. 
 
It was designed to be a zero-discharge facility, with leachate from the landfill collected 
within a sediment pond. 
 
"When the landfill was developed, we followed all the regulations," LoBianco said. "It 
does not have a synthetic liner, but the bottom of the landfill cells did have to meet 
permeability standards," meaning water would not percolate through the soil. 
 
Regulations for new coal ash landfills require synthetic liners, said Moon, the DNR bureau 
chief. 
 
Fewer and fewer utilities use coal to produce electric, with Iowa's largest companies 
transitioning to natural gas and renewable energy. 
 
Still, Iowa has 23 coal ash landfills, all but 10 of which have been closed. 
 
Testing is required at both the open and closed landfills, Moon said. 
 
LoBianco said the utility has been proactive in reducing the amount of coal ash that's 
gone into the 33-year-old landfill, extending its life several years. 
 
The utility sells the coal ash to industrial consumers who use it to make concrete, gypsum 
board and other products. 
 
"People in the community are our friends and neighbors. We don't want to do anything 
that would negatively impact them," said Erika Cox, a spokeswoman for the Muscatine 
utility. 
 
Iowa energy bills receive mixed reviews 
The Gazette 
February 11, 2018 
 
A pair of duplicate bills in the Iowa Statehouse aim to change the way some energy 
rates are managed by utilities — as well as how some rates are approved by the Iowa 
Utilities Board. 
 
Whether that’s good or bad for Iowans depends on whom you ask. 
 
The utilities say the bills would increase efficiency and make them better able to respond 
to Iowa’s changing energy landscape. 



	
 
Renewable energy and consumer advocates believe the proposals would increase utility 
bills and damage the solar industry and its customers. 
 
Officials with Alliant Energy say Senate Study Bill 3093 and House Study Bill 595 would 
make the rate adjustment process more efficient, while also allowing for different rate 
structures based on customer needs. 
 
Anne Lenzen, Alliant’s director of regulatory affairs, said the “energy landscape and 
industry” is changing with new technologies and the growth of renewable sources of 
energy, such as wind and solar. 
 
The bills, she said, are an opportunity to provide feedback to legislators “on how we can 
continue to support that changing industry and continue to focus on benefits for our 
customers, efficiencies and more customer options as well as business development and 
job growth.” 
 
Solar proponents and the state consumer advocate oppose the bills, arguing they could 
hurt Iowa’s growing solar industry, as well as undermine long-standing consumer 
protections. 
 
 “From a big-picture perspective, this is a step back from our clean energy leadership. 
This bill undermines the development of renewable energy, it undermines energy 
efficiency and it erodes consumers’ protections,” Josh Mandelbaum, staff attorney with 
the Environmental Law and Policy Center, said of the two bills. 
 
So what would the bills change? 
 
For one, the bills would allow utility companies to use a forward-looking test year 
approach — a process that combines historic data and cost forecasting — in rate cases, 
typically when seeking rate increases. Now, utilities use data pulled from the most recent 
calendar year. 
 
Lenzen said the change would allow for better management of rates and, in some 
cases, potential cost savings. 
 
But Mark Schuling, Iowa’s consumer advocate, said using a future test year would be 
based on unknown costs. 
 
“The costs are estimates and assumptions,” he said. “The customers’ rates will increase 
with this change.” 
 
The bills also would change procedures for advanced rate-making principles — how 
utilities request advance approval for construction of electric power generation facilities. 
 
State law now gives the Iowa Utilities Board 180 days to review an advanced rate-
making request, with the option of an extension if more time is needed. The bills would 



	
cut that to 90 days and add language that says the board must make a decision, 
Schuling said. The hearing alone takes 30 days, he added. 
 
“That’s 60 days for us to gather information, analyze it, get experts, prepare testimony 
and have a hearing,” he said. “It’s impossible for us to do what we need to do on a 
project that large. It shortens a lot of the proceedings and says if the board doesn’t do 
anything, they (rate changes) are automatically passed.” 
 
However, Lenzen said the change is meant to allow for more efficiencies and address 
needs faster. 
 
“There is no intent with this bill to change the regulatory oversight and management that 
the Iowa Utilities Board has,” she said. “Those rules and laws stay in place. This is just 
another way to look at managing our costs.” 
 
Schuling, the state’s consumer advocate, said the bills would eliminate a statute that 
prohibits discrimination against renewable energy customers — which could mean 
special rates or charges for them. 
 
Tyler Olson, founder of SiteGen Solar and a board member of the Iowa Solar Energy 
Trade Association, said the bills “could potentially have a devastating impact on solar in 
Iowa.” 
 
But Lenzen said Alliant, which has nearly 2,500 distributed generation customers, many of 
whom use solar, is committed to renewables. 
 
“We continue to be a strong proponent of the solar industry,” she said. “This is not 
intended to do what we’re hearing from those advocates.” 
 
While the bills have some concerned, Alliant spokesman Justin Foss said the changes are 
meant to help the company address changes in the market and better serve customers. 
 
“We need to make sure that our customers and advocates across the state know that 
we know the more our customers are successful, the more that we are successful,” Foss 
said. “It seems that sometimes that gets mixed up.” 
 
Both omnibus bills — an omnibus bill is one that packages several measures into one — 
remain in committee. 
 
Meanwhile, a third bill in the Iowa Statehouse — Senate Study Bill 3078 — aims to 
eliminate Iowa’s existing energy efficiency plans and programs altogether. 
 
The Environmental Law and Policy Center’s Mandelbaum said all three bills include 
language that would harm state energy efficiency programs, which, he said, benefit all 
customers by lowering overall rates while keeping them stable. 
 
Those programs include offering rebates for customer use of energy-efficient appliances 
or practices. 



	
 
Alliant and MidAmerican Energy have not taken a stance on the bill, which has 
remained in subcommittee since late January. 
 
The amendments also run counter to the Iowa Energy Plan, which was issued about a 
year ago by now-Gov. Kim Reynolds, Mandelbaum said. 
 
“One (bill) eliminates the program, the others essentially gut the program,” Mandelbaum 
said. “It’s essentially amputating a part of the governor’s energy plan.” 
 
MidAmerican completes two new wind farms in Iowa 
The Gazette 
February 13, 2018 
 
On its quest for 100 percent renewable energy, MidAmerican Energy has announced the 
completion of its two latest wind farms, which add to the state’s growing wind energy 
generation. 
 
The Beaver Creek wind farm in Boone and Greene counties and Prairie wind farm in 
Mahaska County have begun operation, according to a Monday news release. The two 
farms, which amount to 169 wind turbines, add 338 megawatts of wind generation 
capacity to MidAmerican Energy’s grid. 
 
“We’re committed to providing reliable service and outstanding value to our customers, 
and wind energy accomplishes both,” Mike Fehr, vice president of resource 
development at MidAmerican Energy, said in the release. “Wind energy is good for our 
customers, and it’s an abundant, renewable resource that also energizes the economy.” 
 
All told, MidAmerican owns and operates more than 2,000 turbines, making it the largest 
owner of wind-powered generation among U.S. rate-regulated energy providers, the 
release states. 
 
The projects are part of MidAmerican’s $3.6 billion, 2,000-megawatt Wind XI project, 
which is expected to be finished by the close of 2019. 
 
A third site for the Wind XI project, a North English wind farm in Poweshiek County, will be 
completed next year and add another 340 MW to the grid. 
 
By the end of 2020, MidAmerican expects to produce up to 95 percent of the annual 
power consumption of its customers with wind. Utility officials eventually hope to reach 
100 percent. 
 
Nominate Eastern Iowa's Most Dynamic Women for the HER Women of Achievement 
Awards. 
 
Meanwhile, Alliant Energy, Iowa’s other main energy provider, in December announced 
its latest wind project — a 170-megawatt wind farm in Poweshiek County. The project will 
be completed in 2020. 



	
 
Alliant expects to see a more than threefold increase from the utility’s 300 megawatts of 
wind power in early 2017 to about one gigawatt by 2020. 
 
Combined, the two utilities expect to bring the state’s wind power total up to nearly 
10,000 MW by 2020, compared to less than 1,000 MW in 2006. 
 
Iowa currently generates more than one-third of its electricity from wind power. In 2010, 
wind made up less than half that — about 16 percent of the state’s power. 
 
In addition, Iowa landowners in 2015 received more than $17 million in lease payments 
from wind farms. That number is expected to double in the coming years, according to 
the Iowa Environmental Council. 
 
MidAmerican’s latest two farms are projected to add another $62.4 million in property 
tax revenues over the next 20 years, the release states. 
 
Monday morning read: Mixed reviews for Iowa energy bills, Vinton fire investigation 
continues, Blues 'n' Buffett Chili Challenge inspires local cooks 
The Gazette 
February 12, 2018 
 
Iowa energy bills receive mixed reviews- A pair of duplicate bills in the Iowa Statehouse 
aim to change the way some energy rates are managed by utilities — as well as how 
some rates are approved by the Iowa Utilities Board. 
 
Whether that’s good or bad for Iowans depends on whom you ask. 
 
The utilities say the bills would increase efficiency and make them better able to respond 
to Iowa’s changing energy landscape. 
 
Renewable energy and consumer advocates believe the proposals would increase utility 
bills and damage the solar industry and its customers. Read more... 
 
Vinton fire investigation continues as last of flames are stifled Sunday- An investigation 
into the cause of a Thursday night fire that destroyed three downtown Vinton businesses 
continues as the Vinton Fire Department extinguishes final remaining flames on Sunday. 
 
A news release stated that fires in the basements of Michael & Dowd’s and Clingman’s 
were unable to be completely extinguished immediately, due to the large amount of 
material that had previously collapsed from the roof and upper floors. That material 
prevented water streams from adequately reaching the basement fires, which 
continued to burn and create significant smoke. Read more... 
 
We asked 5 contestants at the Blues 'n' Buffett Chili Challenge 'what makes your chili 
special?'- The smell simmering chili and an abundance of spices wafted into the lobby of 
the Cedar Rapids Marriott on Sunday, as eager contestants of the annual Blues 'n' Buffett 



	
Chili Challenge served up heaping spoonfuls of their tasty creations to hungry guests who 
were tasked with crowning their favorite. 
 
We asked five of the contestants to share their chili-making expertise. Read more... 
 
Schools brace for small budget increase- A new school is set to open in the Solon school 
district this August, but Superintendent Davis Eidahl doesn’t expect to have the budget 
to make any new hires to staff it. 
 
The Solon district won’t be able to afford a librarian, nurse or counselor for the new 
fourth- and fifth-grade school, he said, should state legislators approve a plan to increase 
state aid for K-12 schools by only 1 percent next fiscal year. 
 
“We’ll just have to do our best with staffing the building with the minimum essential 
positions,” Eidahl said. Read more... 
 
Iowa City West's Evan Flitz commits to play QB at Pomona College in California- It was a 
longer process than he expected, but Evan Flitz has finally found a college home. He’s 
headed west. 
 
The all-state quarterback from Iowa City West announced Sunday night that he has 
committed to play football at Pomona College in Southern California. The Sagehens 
have a NCAA Division III program. 
 
“Pomona College offers me the place where I will pursue my academic and athletic 
apsirations to the fullest, as well as explore and develop as a person,” Flitz said on Twitter. 
“Though far from Iowa City, the friendships and culture of my hometown will continue to 
inspire me.” 
 
Iowa Utilities Board 
Emmetsburg News 
February 15, 2018 
 
What is the responsibility of the Iowa Utilities Board (IUB)? The "Mission" statement, is "The 
Iowa Utilities Board regulates utilities to ensure that reasonably priced, reliable, 
environmentally responsible, and safe utility services are available to all Iowans." 
 
One of the IUB's responsibilities is issuing certificates for electric generating facilities to 
operate. 
 
Iowa Code 476A 1:5 ""Facility" means any electric power generating plant or a 
combination of plants at a single site, owned by any person, with a total capacity of 
twenty-five megawatts of electricity or more and those associated transmission lines 
connecting the generating plant to either a power transmission system or an 
interconnected primary transmission system or both." However, the IUB has provided a 
loophole by defining a facility as just a gathering line within the site. 
 



	
That is the issue here, what is defined as a "facility." Is it a commercial electric plant of 340 
MW or 14 to 15 "gathering lines" of less than 25 MW. 
 
To explain what a "gathering line" is and why only up to 25 MW is an issue is as follows: 
 
1. A gathering line is the underground cable that connects each industrial wind turbine 
together, which then runs to a substation. 
 
2. The substation then either boosts or lowers the voltage prior to sending the electricity 
onto the transmission grid. 
 
3. Each turbine has a 2MW capacity in the Palo Alto facility. 
 
4. So, you would put 12 turbines on one gathering line, for 24 MW. 
 
5. So, 170 turbines would have 14 to15 gathering lines for a commercial industrial wind 
electric plant, generating up to 340 MW. 
 
The reason that electric utility companies are using the 25MW ruling, is to avoid doing an 
environmental review, which is part of the mission statement of the IUB. The IUB is shirking 
their fiduciary responsibility to rural residents of Iowa by allowing this to continue. If this 
was a gas or coal electric generating plant that produced 340 MW, that plant would be 
required to apply for a certificate from the IUB. Why should wind be any different? 
 
In addition, the point is that the IUB was given the chance with our petition for 
declaratory order to finally justify the gathering line threshold for determining what is a 
facility requiring a certificate from the IUB, and the IUB failed to provide that justification - 
because they can't justify it. By allowing wind project developers like MidAmerican to 
evade the environmental review that would be required to obtain a certificate the IUB is 
failing in carrying out its mission statement. 
 
The Office of Consumer Advocate in their response brief to the IUB, filed January 5, 2018, 
DRU -2017-0003; comments; "The current practice of dividing a wind energy project into 
multiple gathering lines with a total capacity of twenty-five megawatts of electricity or 
less to avoid requesting a certificate pursuant to Iowa Code 476A.2 increases costs to 
customers." How? By trying to keep the gathering lines under 25 MW, the utility company 
has an incentive to avoid regulation at a cost to customers by increasing the gathering 
lines therefore increasing the cost of the project to avoid complying with the regulatory 
requirements of Iowa Code 476 A. This increase in cost is then passed on to the customer. 
 
Bertha Mathis 
 
Emmetsburg, IA 
 
Iowa solar advocates fear proposals would stunt industry growth 
Sioux City Journal 
February 16, 2018 
 



	
DES MOINES — Jobs related to solar energy are on the rise in Iowa, bucking a national 
trend. 
 
But those job gains and the burgeoning solar industry in Iowa could be undone by 
proposals under consideration in the state and federal governments, solar energy 
advocates say. 
 
There were more than 800 solar energy jobs in Iowa in 2017, a 45 percent increase over 
the previous year, according to the latest National Solar Jobs Census, published recently 
by The Solar Foundation, a national nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that advocates 
for solar energy. 
 
The growth of solar jobs in Iowa stands in contrast to the national picture: solar jobs 
declined 3.8 percent nationally from 2016 to 2017, according to the report. The biggest 
drop came in California, which remained the country’s largest solar employer despite a 
21 percent drop from 2016 to 2017. 
 
“The solar industry is strong in Iowa; strong and growing,” said Tyler Olson, president of 
SiteGen Solar in Cedar Rapids and secretary of the Iowa Solar Energy Trade Association. 
“I think the outlook is very positive.” 
 
Young but growing 
Bolstered by new technology, decreasing prices and government incentives, the solar 
energy industry has made modest gains in Iowa. In addition to the job growth, Olson 
estimates a state solar tax credit has sparked roughly $166 million in capital investment 
across the state. 
 
A 15,600-panel, 5-megawatt array, the largest in the state, was constructed in June in 
Dubuque in a partnership between Alliant Energy, the city of Dubuque and the city’s 
economic development organization. 
 
But for all its growth, Iowa’s solar energy industry remains in its infancy with significant 
room for growth, especially compared to other states. Iowa is No. 42 in the country in 
solar jobs per capita, according to the Solar Foundation report. 
 
Most of Iowa’s neighbors have more solar industry jobs: Minnesota, for example, has 
more than 4,000 jobs, an increase of nearly 50 percent from 2016 to 2017, according to 
the report. 
 
And solar energy accounts for less than 1 percent of the state’s electric generation, 
according to the state’s utilities board. 
 
Olson said he thinks solar energy use will continue to grow as long as policy makers hold 
the industry harmless, he said. 
 
“If we could get some regulatory stability, I’m very bullish on solar in Iowa,” Olson said. 
“It’s just going to be whether or not policy makers side with the big utilities, the big 
monopolies and try to squash Iowans’ choice in how they choose to produce power.” 



	
 
Possible policy changes 
Olson and other solar energy advocates are concerned proposals in the Iowa Legislature 
would do irreparable harm to the industry. 
 
State lawmakers are considering a couple of proposals that would make significant 
changes to programs designed to encourage energy customers to purchase energy 
efficient appliances and engage in energy efficient practices. One of the proposals 
would eliminate the requirement for energy efficiency practices altogether. 
 
Also contained in one of the proposals is a provision that would allow utility companies to 
make revenue-neutral changes to utility rates without approval from the state board that 
regulates utilities, and another that would eliminate a requirement that utilities not apply 
rates that discriminate against any class of customer. 
 
Solar energy advocates say they fear these proposals would allow utilities to increase the 
rates for solar customers and lead to fewer individuals and businesses purchasing solar 
energy equipment. 
 
“There are just so many different pieces of (Iowa’s) clean energy leadership that are 
under attack in these bills,” said Josh Mandelbaum, an attorney with the Environmental 
Law and Policy Center, which is headquartered Chicago and has seven offices across 
the Midwest, including Des Moines, and one in the nation’s capital. “That’s what makes it 
one of the worst pieces of legislation we’ve ever seen.” 
 
Matt McCoy, a Democratic state senator from Des Moines, expressed similar reservations 
during a committee hearing on one of the proposals this week at the Iowa Capitol. 
 
“We are rolling back energy efficiency programs that have been hard-fought and 
placed on the books by thoughtful legislatures prior to this bill coming to the floor, that 
have done so with the best interest of the consumers and the best interest of Iowa 
businesses, and creating Iowa as a place that cares about green energy and energy 
efficiency and cares about what role we have in taking care of our planet,” McCoy said. 
“I think this bill is taking our state in the wrong direction. ... I think you’ve made sausage 
that nobody is going to be able to swallow.” 
 
Spokespeople for the state’s largest utility companies, Alliant Energy and MidAmerican 
Energy, said they support some of the provisions in the proposals and are monitoring the 
legislation. Both said their intent is to foster new programs and services for customers 
more quickly, not to raise rates on any customers, including those who use solar energy. 
 
Justin Foss, a spokesman for Alliant, said he disagrees with solar advocates’ interpretation 
that the proposals would allow utilities to charge some customers more than others. 
 
“In the days now of Tesla, Apple and Google, customers want new technology, they 
want new offerings and ideas faster to market, and that’s really what we’re trying to push 
for," Foss said. "A lot of these policies just have not been updated in a long time, and the 
competitive business has changed, and we’re trying to help move that forward.” 



	
 
Tina Hoffman, a spokeswoman for MidAmerican, also said the company does not think 
the proposals eliminate any oversight by the state utilities board, and that the proposals 
are created not to raise customer rates but to make rates fairer. 
 
“While we currently utilize wind energy as our primary renewable source, we support all 
forms of renewable energy, including solar,” Hoffman said. “We rely on a diverse energy 
mix to ensure that electricity remains clean, and we continue to explore ways to diversify 
energy production and use while keeping prices affordable for our customers.” 
 
Recent federal changes also could have an impact on the solar industry. President 
Donald Trump in January imposed steep tariffs on imported solar energy cells. The 
president said the move will protect U.S. manufacturers; some solar energy advocates 
worry it could drive up the cost of solar installations. 
 
The new federal tariffs will put some pressure on prices this year, but not enough to delay 
any solar projects, Olson said. He said despite the tariff, the payback and rate of return 
on solar projects will remain attractive for businesses and utilities. 
 
Recent editorials published in Iowa newspapers 
The Tribune 
February 12, 2018 
 
Des Moines Register. February 9, 2018 
 
Why Iowa shouldn't roll back energy efficiency 
 
The endless debate over using coal vs. wind vs. natural gas vs. nuclear power often 
misses an obvious point: It's cheaper, and cleaner, to save energy than make energy. 
 
This shouldn't be a light-bulb moment. Energy-efficiency measures have the potential to 
slash energy consumption (by nearly a quarter in some studies), save money and cut 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Everybody loves saving energy, right? A 2014 survey showed 97 percent of Iowans 
surveyed support increasing use of energy efficiency. It's a pillar of Gov. Kim Reynolds' 
Iowa Energy Plan. 
 
Apparently not everyone, however. Iowa lawmakers are attempting to significantly roll 
back the state's energy-efficiency programs, such as home energy audits and the 
rebates Iowans get to install smart thermostats or energy-saving appliances. One bill 
would eliminate requirements that Iowa utilities provide such programs. 
 
Another bill, Senate Study Bill 3093 — which passed a subcommittee on Wednesday — 
would scale back energy-efficiency programs, as well as enact a long list of utility-friendly 
measures. The bill would provide a way for investor-owned utilities to raise rates without 
Iowa Utilities Board approval. It would also allow the state's largest users of power to opt-
out of energy-efficiency programs. 



	
 
Alliant Energy and other utilities and business groups support 3093, but MidAmerican 
Energy is listed as "undecided." That's odd, since much of the bill's contents match a filing 
that Iowa's largest utility made with the Iowa Utilities Board in November. 
 
Under that proposal, MidAmerican would spend $359 million on energy-efficiency 
programs between 2019 and 2023. That's 30 percent less than its spending in its current 
five-year plan. 
 
MidAmerican touts the savings to consumers that would result: $58 a year for the 
average residential customer. 
 
"Putting customer cost impacts first means that this plan will result in 'right-sizing' 
MidAmerican's energy-efficiency programs compared to past plans," the filing says. 
 
"Right-sizing" is a euphemism for "shrinking." It really means the cost isn't "right" for the 
utility's biggest customers. These industrial customers should be able to opt out of energy-
efficiency programs, MidAmerican argues in the filing, and as a result could realize an 
average annual savings of $435,000. 
 
"That's short-term savings," said Josh Mandelbaum, staff attorney for the Environmental 
Law & Policy Center. Investing $1 now in energy efficiency can mean $2 to $3 saved, 
according to the IUB. It can postpone the construction of new electric-generation plants. 
 
Iowa has a strong reputation as an efficient, relatively clean energy producer. In 2017, 
the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy ranked Iowa seventh for its $38 
per-capita spending on electric efficiency. 
 
Gov. Reynolds has the opportunity to preserve, even strengthen, this Iowa advantage. 
She can stand up for her energy plan. She can urge greater energy-efficiency goals not 
just for major power companies, but also municipal and rural utilities. Instead of declining 
to comment on the utility bills until they reach her desk, she can send a message now. 
She can emphasize that conservation is, indeed, conservative. 
 
She can follow other Republican governors such as Rick Snyder in Michigan, who signed 
a law in 2016 to strengthen the state's energy-efficiency and renewable-energy 
programs. 
 
Or she can line up behind her party leaders in Washington. The Trump administration has 
asked Congress to cut the Energy Department's renewable-energy and energy-
efficiency programs by 72 percent in fiscal 2019, according to draft budget documents 
obtained by The Washington Post. 
 
That's wrong-sizing, and Iowa knows better. 
 
Vote on municipal electric utility could happen May 1 
The Decorah Newspapers 
February 15, 2018 



	
Decorah residents will likely be voting on whether to pursue a municipal electric utility 
(MEU) Tuesday, May 1. 
 
The Decorah City Council held a 90-minute work session Tuesday night on issues related 
to municipalization and reached an informal consensus on scheduling a vote in May. The 
Council will consider a resolution formally setting the date during its Monday, Feb. 19, 
meeting that starts at 5:45 p.m. 
 
Alliant Energy currently provides the city’s electricity and its franchise with the city expires 
in May. A citizens group Decorah Power has been exploring the possibility of establishing 
a MEU that would provide electricity services the same way the city provides water and 
sewer services. Last March, the Council approved a moratorium on renegotiating a 
franchise agreement renewal with Alliant Energy, while the idea of a MEU is studied. That 
moratorium ended Dec. 31. 
 
Decorah Power and Alliant recently presented the Council with their feasibility studies on 
establishing a MEU in Decorah. Decorah Power’s study estimated it would cost about 
$7.6 million to acquire Alliant’s infrastructure and start a MEU, while Alliant’s study 
estimated it would cost about $51 million. 
 
Assistant City Attorney John Anderson advised the Council Tuesday to keep a “long 
game perspective” when pursuing a MEU. 
 
“If the city decided to hold a referendum and if the referendum is favorable, what are 
you going to do after that? Each decision may impact other options down the road,” 
Anderson said. The attorney and City Manager Chad Bird have met with special legal 
counsel to become informed about municipalization and what it entails. 
 
Who calls for vote? 
 
A vote on whether to establish a MEU could be called by the Council or through a voter 
petition. The first date the Council could hold an election that would meet county 
auditor deadlines would be Tuesday, May 1, and the first date a voter-petitioned 
referendum could be held would be the next regular city election in November of 2019. 
Council member Kirk Johnson said he preferred having the vote at the earliest possible 
date. 
 
“The information is out there, people are listening right now. The longer we wait the more 
garbled that message becomes,” Johnson said. 
 
Mayor Lorraine Borowski asked if the Council didn’t schedule a May referendum if the 
city could negotiate an agreement with Alliant. Bird said the current agreement with 
Alliant is pretty basic and there are things the city could ask for, such as requiring Alliant 
to bury power lines in conjunction with certain city projects. 
 
Anderson said if citizens initiated a referendum, the Council would lose control over what 
questions are on the ballot. He also advised not having a city referendum include a 
question on whether to establish a MEU Board of Trustees.  



	
 
“The Council must remain the decision-maker during the municipalization process,” he 
said. 
 
A simple majority of voters would need to approve establishing a MEU for the matter to 
go forward. Ultimately, the Iowa Utility Board (IUB) would decide if having a municipal 
utility is in the city’s best interest. 
 
If the IUB approves municipalization for the city, the Council can call a referendum to 
establish a MEU Board at any time, he said. 
“I would support asking the voters if they are in favor of developing a utility. At this point, 
I’m not in favor of including a Commission being established (on the ballot),” Council 
member Steve Luse said. 
 
Citizen input 
 
Council member Andy Carlson said he’s had “quite a few conversations” on the topic of 
municipalization. 
 
“People are either very opposed to it or very in favor of it. There’s not a lot of middle 
ground … I don’t see the point in delaying a referendum. I think we should move 
forward,” Carlson said. 
 
Council member Randy Schissel said constituents have been questioning the numbers 
provided by the two feasibility studies.  
 
“Decorah Power’s numbers are one of those things that are too good to be true,” he 
said. 
 
Council member Johanna Bergan said her constituents are excited about new ideas if 
they make sense for the community and are willing to give them a chance. 
 
Council member Ross Hadley said he would support a May referendum. He said residents 
of Decorah he’s talked to have been supportive of the idea of a MEU, but people who 
are currently served by Alliant and live outside city limits are “scared” about not having 
representation during the process. Decorah Power has proposed serving the area 
outside city limits through a MEU.  
 
“There are a lot of questions about that piece and a lot of concerns … we’re going to 
need more information,” Borowski said. 
 
Anderson said if the referendum passed, the Council could decide if the city would 
pursue municipalization outside city limits.  
 
Schissel asked what it would cost to have someone look at the Decorah Power and 
Alliant feasibility studies “objectively” without doing another complete study. Anderson 
said he had no idea what that would cost. 
 



	
Johnson agreed it would be a “good idea” to have a comparison, but didn’t think that 
would have to happen before a referendum. When the topic of having the city conduct 
its own independent feasibility study was addressed, Johnson said the Decorah Power 
study was “fair and objective, done by an outside consultant.” 
 
Anderson said there is always some “information bias” with feasibility studies. 
 
“I have a hard time thinking a third feasibility study would be any more reliable than the 
two we already have,” Council member Dan Bellrichard said. 
 
“A third study won’t give us black and white answers,” Bergan said. 
Council members also commented it would be reasonable to find out if city residents 
want to proceed with muncipalization before spending significant funds on a third 
feasibility study. 
 
Provide answers 
 
Bellrichard said it would be helpful for the city to compile a list of frequently asked 
questions accompanied by answers to help voters before the referendum. 
City officials were asked about the expense of a referendum. City Clerk Wanda  
 
Hemesath said it would cost between $5,000 and $6,000 for the county auditor to hold 
the election. The city also would incur legal expenses. 
Anderson was asked if the city could still pursue a franchise agreement with Alliant if 
voters approved establishing a MEU. The attorney said he believed the city could before 
the matter goes to the IUB. 
 
Johnson said Alliant doesn’t need a franchise agreement to provide the city’s electricity. 
 
“They (Alliant) need it for leverage for loans. I don’t think Alliant is going anywhere … we 
could ask for solar panels on city hall. They’re taking millions out of this community and 
giving it to investors,” Johnson said. 
 
At the conclusion of the Council work session, Emily Neal of Decorah Power thanked the 
Council for their discussion. Decorah resident Kent Klocke said the city should maintain 
some type of agreement with Alliant as the process goes forward to “keep things running 
smoothly.” 
 
“It’s going to take time to get everything worked out … it would be beneficial to work 
with them during the interim,” Klocke said. 
 
Matthew Cole, North Regional operations director for Alliant Energy, said the topic is 
“complicated and very emotional.” 
 
“We’re more than willing to entertain questions about the franchise. We’ll gladly answer 
them,” he said. 
 
 



	
Alliant presentation on city utility proposal Thursday 
The Decorah Newspapers 
February 15, 2018 
 
Starting a city-owned electric utility is expensive and risky, which is why it is important to 
understand the facts before making up your mind, according to officials with Alliant 
Energy, the city of Decorah’s current electrical provider. 
 
Alliant is holding a “community conversation” on the proposal to establish a municipal 
electric utility in Decorah. It is Thursday, Feb. 15, at 7 p.m. in Carrie Lee Elementary School 
auditorium, 210 Vernon St., Decorah. 
 
Purchasing a utility will lead to higher bills and would put the reliability in jeopardy, Alliant 
officials said. 
 
Concentric Energy Advisors will present its feasibility study to the public during Thursday’s 
presentation. Licensed-certified general appraiser Ann Bulkley will explain why it would 
cost Decorah taxpayers $50 million to start a city-owned electric utility. 
 
Bulkley will also explain step-by-step why residents would have to pay 30 percent more to 
help a municipal electric operation pays its bills. Bulkley has testified before the Iowa 
Utilities Board and reviewed Alliant Energy’s Decorah energy grid using methods 
accepted by the board in previous municipalization attempts. 
 
Her side-by-side comparison shows Decorah Power dramatically underestimated the 
costs to buy and run an electric utility, according to Alliant. Bulkley’s independent study 
demonstrates that Alliant Energy’s service with local crews in Decorah will continue to be 
more reliable, affordable and sustainable than any alternative. 
 
Alliant Energy has served the Decorah area for 100 years. Its local crews have more than 
365 years of combined experience, which helps explain why Decorah residents 
experience an outage once every six years that lasts on average 17 minutes. 
 
Des Moines Register editorial: Why Iowa shouldn't roll back energy efficiency 
Globe Gazette 
February 13, 2018 
 
The endless debate over using coal vs. wind vs. natural gas vs. nuclear power often 
misses an obvious point: It's cheaper, and cleaner, to save energy than make energy. 
 
This shouldn't be a light-bulb moment. Energy-efficiency measures have the potential to 
slash energy consumption (by nearly a quarter in some studies), save money and cut 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Everybody loves saving energy, right? A 2014 survey showed 97 percent of Iowans 
surveyed support increasing use of energy efficiency. It's a pillar of Gov. Kim Reynolds' 
Iowa Energy Plan. 
 



	
Apparently not everyone, however. Iowa lawmakers are attempting to significantly roll 
back the state's energy-efficiency programs, such as home energy audits and the 
rebates Iowans get to install smart thermostats or energy-saving appliances. One bill 
would eliminate requirements that Iowa utilities provide such programs. 
 
Another bill, Senate Study Bill 3093 — which passed a subcommittee on Wednesday — 
would scale back energy-efficiency programs, as well as enact a long list of utility-friendly 
measures. The bill would provide a way for investor-owned utilities to raise rates without 
Iowa Utilities Board approval. It would also allow the state's largest users of power to opt-
out of energy-efficiency programs. 
 
Alliant Energy and other utilities and business groups support 3093, but MidAmerican 
Energy is listed as "undecided." That's odd, since much of the bill's contents match a filing 
that Iowa's largest utility made with the Iowa Utilities Board in November. 
 
Under that proposal, MidAmerican would spend $359 million on energy-efficiency 
programs between 2019 and 2023. That's 30 percent less than its spending in its current 
five-year plan. 
 
MidAmerican touts the savings to consumers that would result: $58 a year for the 
average residential customer. 
 
"Putting customer cost impacts first means that this plan will result in 'right-sizing' 
MidAmerican's energy-efficiency programs compared to past plans," the filing says. 
 
"Right-sizing" is a euphemism for "shrinking." It really means the cost isn't "right" for the 
utility's biggest customers. These industrial customers should be able to opt out of energy-
efficiency programs, MidAmerican argues in the filing, and as a result could realize an 
average annual savings of $435,000. 
 
"That's short-term savings," said Josh Mandelbaum, staff attorney for the Environmental 
Law & Policy Center. Investing $1 now in energy efficiency can mean $2 to $3 saved, 
according to the IUB. It can postpone the construction of new electric-generation plants. 
 
Iowa has a strong reputation as an efficient, relatively clean energy producer. In 2017, 
the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy ranked Iowa seventh for its $38 
per-capita spending on electric efficiency. 
 
Gov. Reynolds has the opportunity to preserve, even strengthen, this Iowa advantage. 
She can stand up for her energy plan. She can urge greater energy-efficiency goals not 
just for major power companies, but also municipal and rural utilities. Instead of declining 
to comment on the utility bills until they reach her desk, she can send a message now. 
She can emphasize that conservation is, indeed, conservative. 
 
She can follow other Republican governors such as Rick Snyder in Michigan, who signed 
a law in 2016 to strengthen the state's energy-efficiency and renewable-energy 
programs. 
 



	
Or she can line up behind her party leaders in Washington. The Trump administration has 
asked Congress to cut the Energy Department's renewable-energy and energy-
efficiency programs by 72 percent in fiscal 2019, according to draft budget documents 
obtained by The Washington Post. 
 
That's wrong-sizing, and Iowa knows better. 
 
Two sent to hospital after gas leak explosion destroys house 
The Messenger  
February 15, 2018 
 
Four Fort Dodge residents had just been told to leave their home to escape a gas leak 
when the house was ripped apart by an explosion early Wednesday afternoon. 
 
Two of them were unharmed. The other two went to UnityPoint Health – Trinity Regional 
Medical Center for treatment of injuries that were not considered life-threatening. 
 
The family dog suffered burns and is in the care of a local veterinarian. 
 
The home at 3015 Ninth Ave. S. erupted in flames and partially collapsed. 
 
“It’s just a miracle that they don’t have serious injuries,” Fire Chief Steve Hergenreter said. 
 
A Fort Dodge firefighter directs a stream of water onto a flaming house at 3015 Ninth 
Ave. S. moments after it was shattered by a gas explosion Wednesday afternoon.  Fire 
Chief Steve Hergenreter said firefighters were hampered by a poor water supply 
because of a broken water main in front of the house. 
 
Messenger photo by Bill Shea A Fort Dodge firefighter directs a stream of water onto a 
flaming house at 3015 Ninth Ave. S. moments after it was shattered by a gas explosion 
Wednesday afternoon. Fire Chief Steve Hergenreter said firefighters were hampered by a 
poor water supply because of a broken water main in front of the house. 
 
He said the blast was likely caused by a natural gas leak. 
 
That leak may have started after city public works crews struck a gas line while digging 
into the ground in front of the house to repair a broken water main. 
 
“They said they bent the gas main a little bit,” said Brent Sandholm, the city’s water utility 
operations manager. “Nobody smelled gas or anything.” 
 
He said MidAmerican Energy was called to the scene as a precaution. 
 
Hergenreter said a MidAmerican Energy employee went in the house with a gas 
detector. He said that employee advised the people in the house to get out because of 
the presence of natural gas. 



	
A Fort Dodge firefighter rakes through debris while working to put out hotspots 
Wednesday afternoon at 3015 Ninth Ave. S. after the home there was shattered by a gas 
explosion. 
 
A Fort Dodge firefighter rakes through debris while working to put out hotspots 
Wednesday afternoon at 3015 Ninth Ave. S. after the home there was shattered by a gas 
explosion. 
 
The MidAmerican Energy employee had stepped outside and was about five feet from 
the door when the house exploded. The residents of the home were still inside. 
 
Hergenreter said a man on the second floor had to jump down to the first floor to 
escape. 
 
The blast was reported at 12:50 p.m. 
 
“It was just a big boom,” said Ruddy Turcios, who lives in the house next to 3015 Ninth 
Ave. S. 
 
She was asleep at the time because she works a night shift job. Her daughter, Keily 
Hernandez, was home with her. 
 
Insulation and other building debris was scattered across the yard at 3015 Ninth Ave. S. 
after the home there was shattered by a gas explosion Wednesday afternoon. 
-Messenger photo by Hans Madsen Insulation and other building debris was scattered 
across the yard at 3015 Ninth Ave. S. after the home there was shattered by a gas 
explosion Wednesday afternoon. 
 
“The walls shook a little bit, but not too much,” Ruddy Turcios said. 
 
She called the home of her brother, Lenin Turcios, who lives farther down the block on 
Ninth Avenue South. 
 
After his sister called, Lenin Turcios went outside to see what was going on. He spotted 
flames and smoke coming out of the house. 
 
“I called her and told her, ‘You’ve got to get out, there’s a fire in the house right next to 
you,” he said. 
 
At least one city employee at the scene saw the roof lift up off the top of the house and 
drop back down when the explosion occurred, according to Public Works Director Merle 
Porter. 
 
A Fort Dodge firefighter sprays water onto the smoldering remains of a home at 3015 
Ninth Ave. S. Wednesday afternoon after it was shattered in a gas explosion. 
-Messenger photo by Hans Madsen A Fort Dodge firefighter sprays water onto the 
smoldering remains of a home at 3015 Ninth Ave. S. Wednesday afternoon after it was 
shattered in a gas explosion. 



	
 
The explosion was also witnessed by two Fort Dodge police officers who were doing a 
traffic accident investigation nearby. 
 
“When we arrived on scene, the building was already partially collapsed,” Hergenreter 
said. “The roof was already down and we had fire throughout the building.” 
 
To fix the broken water main, city crews had closed several water valves in the 
neighborhood. That hampered the firefighters. 
 
“We had a very poor water supply in the first stages of the incident,” Hergenreter said. 
 
However, the firefighters were able to stop the blaze from spreading to the house next 
door. 
 
A Fort Dodge firefighter is almost hidden in smoke and steam Wednesday afternoon as 
he works to put out hotspots at 3015 Ninth Ave. S. after a gas explosion and fire 
destroyed the home there. 
-Messenger photo by Hans Madsen A Fort Dodge firefighter is almost hidden in smoke 
and steam Wednesday afternoon as he works to put out hotspots at 3015 Ninth Ave. S. 
after a gas explosion and fire destroyed the home there. 
 
About 20 minutes into the operation, some of the firefighters had to leave to respond to 
a chlorine leak at the water plant in Duncombe. 
 
“Our staff did a phenomenal job having two major incidents at the same time,” 
Hergenreter said. 
 
The bulk of the fire was out by 2:30 p.m. However, firefighters remained on the scene for 
the rest of the day and through the night. Investigators from the state fire marshal’s office 
were expected on the scene this morning. 
 
Hergenreter said he couldn’t recall any gas explosions in Fort Dodge in the last 30 years. 
He said the only other house explosion he’s aware of was caused by a 
methamphetamine lab. 
 
The house is a rental property. It is owned by Douglas E. Weimer, of Fort Dodge, 
according to online records of the Webster County assessor’s office. Those records 
indicate that it was built in 1920. 
 
City police and firefighters were assisted at the scene by Webster County sheriff’s 
deputies, paramedics from UnityPoint Health — Trinity Regional Medical Center, the Fort 
Dodge Public Works Department and MidAmerican Energy employees. 
 
Stormwater utility fee increase proposed in Fort Dodge 
The Messenger 
February 16, 2018 



	
Fort Dodge homeowners and businesses may shortly be paying more each month into 
an account that pays for fixing and building storm sewers. 
 
The monthly stormwater utility fee for homeowners would increase to $4, according to a 
proposal discussed by the City Council on Monday. 
 
Currently, that fee is $3 a month. A small number of people who own particularly large 
properties pay more than $3 a month. 
 
The monthly stormwater utility fee for businesses and industries is now $9 a month with 
additional fees for larger properties. 
 
That fee would rise to $15 a month under the plan discussed Monday. 
 
Chad Schaeffer, the city’s director of engineering, business affairs and community 
growth, said the proposed increases would generate an additional $200,000 a year. 
 
He added that he would like to see the stormwater utility fee automatically increase 
each year to keep pace with inflation. 
 
The stormwater utility fees haven’t been increased since they were initiated in 2007. 
Those fees now generate about $500,000 a year. 
 
The majority of council members said they were in favor of the proposed increases, and 
a couple of them said they would support increasing the commercial rate even higher. 
 
”We constantly have the need to fix storm sewers,” Councilman Neven Conrad said. 
”We constantly have the need to fix infrastructure. This is how we do it.” 
 
Councilman Dean Hill was the only elected official who said he was opposed to the 
increase. 
 
”I think a dollar is too much, particularly with all the increases we’ve had lately,” he said, 
referring to recent hikes in the water and sanitary sewer rates and the passage of the 
$25.5 million bond issue for Iowa Central Community College. 
 
”But on the other hand, we have to keep up with the needs,” Councilman Kim Alstott 
replied. 
 
”I’m just glad we’re addressing the problems that haven’t been addressed in a long 
time,” he added. 
 
Councilwoman Lydia Schuur said she was in favor of the $1 increase for residential 
properties. She added that she believes the rate for commercial and industrial properties 
could be raised even higher than the proposed $15 a month. 
 
Councilmen Terry Moehnke and Jeff Hill also said they believed the commercial and 
industrial rate could be set even higher. 



	
 
Councilman Dave Flattery said he would support a provision that would automatically 
increase the fees every year ”so that it doesn’t become a shock to the citizens every 10 
years.” 
 
The council took no action on the proposed increases. The proposal will be placed a 
future council agenda for action. 
 
Iowa Lawmakers Hear Bills to Scale Back Energy-Efficiency Programs 
Public News Service 
February 15, 2018 
 
DES MOINES, Iowa — A state Senate bill under consideration would scale back energy 
efficiency programs offered by utility companies such as home energy audits, benefits 
for home lighting upgrades and the rebates Iowans receive to install smart thermostats or 
energy-saving appliances.  
 
Katie Rock, policy associate with the Center for Rural Affairs, said an estimated 20,000 
jobs in Iowa are linked to energy efficiency. She noted that Iowa reported 800 new jobs 
in the solar industry in 2017, a 45 percent increase over the previous year.  
 
She said any additional job gains in the solar industry could be undone by the bills under 
consideration. 
 
"If you put a solar panel up on your house or your business to help lower costs, they could 
charge you a fee for that connection,” Rock said. “That's a discouragement to people to 
do distributed generation of small-scale solar or wind or geothermal or anything." 
 
A 2014 survey showed 97 percent of Iowans support increasing energy efficiency to meet 
the state's energy needs. Rock said Senate Bill 3093 as amended by the Senate this week 
would make participation by the state's utility companies in energy-efficiency programs 
voluntary rather than mandatory.  
 
Those in favor of the legislation say the mandatory requirement that utility companies 
offer energy efficiency programs amounts to a hidden tax for consumers. But Rock 
argues that energy efficiency is a resource for people to use in their homes, and much 
cheaper than coal or gas. 
 
"Every dollar that's invested in energy efficiency results in $2 to $3 in benefits,” she said. 
“And people need to start thinking about energy efficiency as the other energy source, 
just like wind and solar." 
 
The Iowa bills mirror the Trump administration's goals included in the 2019 budget 
proposal to cut renewable energy and energy efficiency programs by 72 percent.  
 
Iowa utilities to save millions from tax reform 
KWWL  
February 12, 2018 



	
CEDAR RAPIDS (KWWL) - 
A federal tax cut put in place by President Trump could mean money saved on electric 
bills for Iowans. 
 
On January 1, 2018, the Tax Cuts and Job Acts law, signed by President Trump, went into 
effect. In it, a corporate tax cut from 35% down to 21%, which will mean a savings up to 
$147 million in utility bills. 
 
It's money saved that utility companies plan to put back into the pockets of Iowans. 
 
On January 18, the Iowa Utilities Board ordered an investigation into the effect of the tax 
cut and how it will impact Iowa's rate-regulated utilities and their customers. On January 
25, a workshop was held with the Iowa companies about the savings they expect to see. 
 
In that workshop, Alliant Energy estimated customer savings to be from $18.6 million to 
$19.6 million for electric, and between $500,000 to $3.7 million for gas. 
 
"Our customers really stand to gain from this.  Because we're going to be paying less in 
corporate taxes, we're going to be able to give more of that back to our customers," 
Alliant Energy Spokesperson, Justin Foss, said. 
 
MidAmerican Energy estimated between $90.8 million and $112.3 million in customer 
savings. 
 
How much money customers can expect to see back, and when, is still being 
determined, according to Foss. 
 
"Anytime you're able to get that money back to customers, it makes a difference for 
them. Just how big of a difference it will be? We're still working through that right now," 
he said. 
 
Foss said Alliant has been giving its customers tax benefits since 2011.  Those were 
provided through a "tax rider," which worked as a monthly credit on bills. However, the 
federal corporate tax cut is different. Foss said, ultimately, it will depend on last year's 
taxes and an approved proposal from the Iowa Utilities Board before an exact savings 
can be determined. 
 
"We've already given $500 million back to customers. For the average electric bill, that's 
been about a 3% savings they've seen. We're hoping with the new lower corporate taxes 
we'll be able to give that benefit back to customers, as well, and that will benefit both 
electric and gas customers across the state," Foss said. 
 
 


