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Central Iowa takes first step toward regional water system 
The Des Moines Register 
January 17, 2018 
 
A group of Des Moines metro leaders is ready to take the first step toward regionalizing 
the area's drinking water production.   
 
The Central Iowa Regional Drinking Water Commission will vote in early February on a 
memorandum of understanding that calls for a regional board to oversee central Iowa 
water treatment facilities.  
 
The move comes one year after the Iowa Legislature threatened to dissolve Des Moines, 
Urbandale and West Des Moines water utilities and force regionalization if the cities did 
not take action on their own. 
 
The commission, made up of mayors and local water board representatives, has met 15 
times since September to hammer out a draft plan that would transfer ownership of 
treatment facilities in Altoona, Des Moines and West Des Moines to the regional group.   
 
In turn, metro cities would agree to not build any water production facilities outside the 
regional network. 
 
Cities would retain ownership and responsibility for the upkeep of underground pipes 
used to distribute drinking water and the authority to set their own rates for customers.  
 
The regional plan is still in the early stages. It would require the support of local city 
councils and water utility boards before being implemented.  
 
"Not everyone is bound and tied to this," Sue Huppert, chairwoman of the Des Moines 
Water Works board, told the Register's Editorial Board on Wednesday.  
But not everyone is on board with the idea.  
 
Des Moines Water Works board member Graham Gillette called the memorandum 
"terribly premature."  
 
"I don’t think we’re ready yet,” Gillette said.  
 
The Des Moines Water Works board has not yet met to discuss the draft plan in detail.  
 
One of the biggest sticking points, Gillette said, is transferring ownership of Des Moines 
Water Works assets to the regional group.  
 



 
"It's a very complicated process to buy and sell assets and is it really solving these 
problems we have?" Gillette said. "Can we get there without this cumbersome process?" 
 
West Des Moines Mayor Steve Gaer, a member of the regional drinking water 
commission, doesn't think so.  
 
If local water utilities and cities won't transfer ownership to the regional water authority, 
"we're probably done with the conversation," he said.  
 
"These other cities are not going to give up the right to build their own plant if they don't 
have an ownership interest in the plants that are producing water," Gaer said.  
 
West Des Moines and Waukee have explored building a water treatment facility to serve 
the growing suburbs. Urbandale purchased land in 2012 that could serve as a source for 
a new water treatment facility.  
 
If the suburbs built their own water production facilities, Des Moines Water Works could 
lose half its customer base, Huppert said. Rates for customers in Des Moines could 
double, or even triple, she said.  
 
Another concern for local officials is how cities would be represented on the regional 
board. Those details still need to be worked out.  
 
Consultants from FCS Group based in Denver are working on a detailed financial study of 
the regions' water systems.  
 
It could take another six to nine months to hash out a final agreement.  
 
Meanwhile, the legislation that would strip independent water utilities of their power and 
force regionalization is still alive at the Statehouse.  
 
"They have been watching," Gaer said. "We'd rather not have them solve it for us."  
 
Gillette said he believes that bill played a role in the timing of the release of the Central 
Iowa Regional Drinking Water Commission's memorandum. 
“That hammer is still out there, but I’m not going to let that drive my decision-making,” he 
said. 
 
 
No more livestock confinements until Iowa water improves, group says 
The Des Moines Register 
January 16, 2018 
 
Iowa lawmakers should halt construction on animal confinements until Iowa's water 
quality is significantly improved, a coalition of about two dozen state, local and national 
groups said Tuesday. 
 



 
The Iowa Alliance for Responsible Agriculture asked lawmakers to support 15 bills 
tightening oversight of confinements introduced by Sen. David Johnson, an independent 
from Ocheyeden. 
 
Johnson seeks a moratorium on building or expanding concentrated animal feeding 
operations, also known as CAFOs, until Iowa's list of impaired waterways shrinks from 750 
to fewer than 100 — and until the rules that dictate where confinements can be located 
are strengthened. 
 
"Iowans need to push back on this and join together with leaders here in the Legislature 
to stop the status quo," said Bill Stowe, CEO of the Des Moines Water Works, which is a 
member of the coalition. 
 
"Industrial agriculture" is making Iowa's "rivers, lakes and streams filthy — filthy with 
nutrients, filthy with bacteria, filthy with organic matter," said Stowe, whose utility 
unsuccessfully sued three rural counties in 2015 over high nitrate levels in the Raccoon 
River, a source of drinking water for 500,000 central Iowa residents. 
 
The agency sought to bring drainage districts, and indirectly farmers, under federal clean 
water laws. The lawsuit was later dismissed. 
 
Iowa’s pork industry is "already one of the most heavily regulated industries in the state 
and the call for stricter regulations is unwarranted," said Curtis Meier, president of the 
Iowa Pork Producers Association. 
 
"Today’s Iowa pig barns are designed to contain all manure to protect water quality and 
enable manure use as a valuable fertilizer," said Meier, who raises pigs near Clarinda. 
 
"Imposing a moratorium on the pork industry would greatly stifle rural Iowa economic 
activity and limit opportunities for the next generation on the farm," he said, adding that  
Iowa’s pork industry provides more than $8 billion in labor income annually. 
 
In addition to the moratorium, Johnson seeks to give local leaders more control over 
confinement construction and increase distances between facilities and neighbors. 
 
The lawmaker also wants to create a study committee made up of state leaders, 
livestock association members and others to review rules that guide confinement 
construction. 
 
Gov. Kim Reynolds' spokeswoman said she would wait to comment on legislation that 
tied water quality to a moratorium on confinements. 
 
"She is willing to thoughtfully consider any concrete proposals from the Legislature if and 
when such legislation reaches her desk," said Brenna Smith, Reynolds' spokeswoman. 
 
Reynolds has said she wants the first legislation she signs this legislative session to be one 
that establishes a long-term, sustainable source of funding to address Iowa's water 
quality challenges. 



 
 
Johnson said residents "are calling attention to the rapid increase of concentrated 
feeding operations, and they're saying it's time to get tough." 
 
Failure to take legislative action this year could hurt lawmakers when they seek re-
election, Johnson said following a press conference at the Capitol. 
 
"If not a single one of these bills are passed, legislators will face a real challenge if they're 
up for election in the fall," he said. 
 
About 20 counties have called for changes to the state formula that determines where 
hog, cattle and poultry confinements can be constructed. 
 
Sue George, a northeast Iowa resident, said her life was changed when two 
confinements were built near her home. 
 
George and her neighbors' properties are located on Iowa's karst terrain, a topography 
that can create a direct funnel between surface pollutants and groundwater. 
 
"A manure spill or leaking pit ... would be catastrophic," said George, who along with 42 
other families formed a covenant, agreeing to never put a confinement on their 
properties or accept the liquid manure from confinements. 
 
"We did all we could to stop the confinements ... but the system in Iowa failed us," said 
George, a founding member of the Northeast Iowans for Clean Air and Water. "We feel 
the laws and regulations in Iowa need to change." 
 
Johnson was joined by Reps. Sharon Steckman, D-Mason City; Marti Anderson, D-Des 
Moines; and Art Staed, D-Cedar Rapids, in supporting stricter laws overseeing livestock 
confinements. 
 
Johnson said the bills were designed to "close many loopholes in current confinement 
laws." 
 
 
"We are not just pointing out problems. We are offering solutions. Some address specific 
issues, like separation distances," said Johnson, one of 12 legislators and stakeholders that 
developed the state formula regulating confinement construction in 2002. 
 
“At a time when the DNR livestock compliance division has been literally cut to the bone, 
it’s time for the Legislature to act,” he said. 
 
The coalition is made up of 27 groups, including Dallas County Farmers & Neighbors, 
Food and Water Watch, the Humane Society of the United States, Iowa Citizens for 
Community Improvement, the Iowa Farmers Union and the Iowa Sierra Club. 
 
 
Iowa city moving towards goal of energy independence 



 
Midwest Energy News 
January 19, 2018 
 
The city of Bloomfield, Iowa is at least 10 percent of the way toward its pledge to reach 
energy independence by 2030 with the recent completion of a 1.86-megawatt solar 
array. 
 
The city turned on the solar array Dec. 29, just ahead of a Dec. 31 deadline for collecting 
a state production tax credit, which might reduce the city’s costs by as much as 8 
percent. 
 
“We’re still tweaking it,” said Chris Ball, the city’s energy efficiency director.  
 
Ball estimated that the array, which tracks the sun throughout the day to maximize total 
energy production, will provide about 10 percent of the power used by the city’s 2,600 
residents. The city chose a more costly tracking system because it is expected to 
produce 18 percent more energy than a stationary system and because it will produce 
during the utility’s peak times — late afternoon in the summer and morning in the winter. 
 
In 2015, after an encouraging analysis by energy consultants and the Iowa Association of 
Municipal Utilities, the Bloomfield City Council adopted a goal of attaining energy self-
sufficiency within 15 years. Ball expects the city will eventually produce much more of the 
power it requires. 
 
The energy researchers studied Bloomfield and another Iowa city, Algona, to evaluate 
their potential for energy self-sufficiency. They concluded Algona could meet half of its 
electric needs with locally produced renewable energy, and that Bloomfield could meet 
100 percent through a combination of efficiency, direct load control, and a renewable 
power. The researchers pointed out that municipal utilities typically are freer than 
investor-owned utilities to experiment because they don’t have the same pressure to 
maintain or increase sales of electricity. 
 
Iowa’s Economic Development Authority financed most of the initial study and recently 
awarded Bloomfield $100,000 in federal money to the city move forward and support 
creating a template other communities could follow to take more control of their energy 
needs. 
 
Bloomfield “has accomplished a lot in a very short time frame following the study that first 
showed it’s possible,” said Jeff Geerts, the economic development authority’s special 
projects manager. “It’s amazing.” 
 
But the city is at a juncture where it needs to strategize about the best path forward, he 
said. The study presented several options including varying levels of investment in 
renewable generation. Some large questions remain unanswered, Geerts said. 
 
“The discussion would be how much wind, how much solar, who owns how much wind 
and how much solar? And is it owned by the city or entities outside the city? How much is 
distributed versus how much is community wind or solar? And how much is achieved 



 
through energy-efficiency measures and what is the role of the wastewater-treatment 
plant? Is there an opportunity not only to reduce energy use there, but how does that 
potentially become a generation source? 
 
In short, “What’s the mix look like, and what are the policies to make it happen?” 
 
The study put more emphasis on reducing energy use than it did on developing local 
renewable generation, and efficiency improvements have been happening throughout 
the city with the help of a team of 14 workers from Americorps and Vista. Last summer 
they knocked on the door of every home in town — at least three times, according to 
Ball — and offered to replace up to 10 incandescent bulbs with LEDs. Ball said they 
swapped out bulbs in about 450 out of 1,100 homes. Workers also replaced 
incandescent bulbs with LEDs throughout the city’s elementary and middle schools. 
 
“We’re saving them about $2,000 a month that they can spend on teachers and books,” 
Ball said. 
 
The same workers performed energy audits and some basic weatherization work in some 
homes. Although most of the workers have returned to college, two remain and are 
developing a nonprofit organization aimed at keeping the energy-efficiency 
improvements coming. 
 
The city government has enhanced its own operations by upgrading nearly all of its light 
fixtures to LEDs, adding insulation and weather sealing, and getting more systematic 
about maintenance tasks such as replacing filters in heating and cooling systems. Staff 
members inventoried the city’s 15 buildings and made a list of needed efficiency 
upgrades to be done in coming years. 
 
Ball said they are considering a liquid cover for the swimming pool, which would reduce 
evaporation and keep heat in the pool. 
 
The Davis County Community School District, which serves Bloomfield, also is pursuing 
energy efficiency along with a broader agenda of sustainability. Lead by an Americorps 
worker, Paul Fleetwood, students, and staff are devising a way to compost organic 
waste. 
 
Danny Roberts, the district’s director of support services, is talking with four solar 
contractors about putting arrays on the district’s larger buildings. His aim is to generate as 
much solar power as they use in a year. 
 
“We know where we want to be,” he said, “but getting there, we’re not quite sure how.” 
 
The district is also looking at various strategies for cutting energy use in schools. It would 
like to install motion sensors in middle and elementary schools to automate lights and 
heating and cooling,  as was done in the high school in 2009. 
 



 
And then there’s the human factor. Over Christmas break, Fleetwood led a team of 
students through the district’s buildings, counting the number of machines eating 
electricity “that didn’t need to be” while the buildings were empty. 
 
The count: 771. 
 
Getting people habituated to unplugging them at appropriate times is also on 
Fleetwood’s to-do list. 
 
“We’re helping them to understand the effects of wasted energy on the environment, 
and the cost of energy waste. We’re talking about how students make choices that can 
either be destructive or supportive of what we’re trying to achieve as a school system,” 
he said. 
 
Much remains for the district and city to accomplish to reach the 2030 goal. Geerts, with 
the state’s economic development agency, is confident the lofty goal is within reach. 
 
“There’s a lot of momentum in that community, a lot of support, a lot of optimism for 
achieving it,” Geerts said. 
 
 
Iowa town’s municipal utility effort is financially feasible, consultant finds 
Midwest Energy News 
January 17, 2018 
 
A northeastern Iowa community could lower its electric bills by creating a municipal-
owned utility, according to a feasibility study presented to its city council Tuesday. 
 
Supporters of an effort to create a city-owned electric utility in Decorah, Iowa, got a 
boost this week from a consultant’s report that concludes the move is financially feasible. 
 
“We think the results are very robust,” said Andy Johnson, one of the leaders of the 
initiative, “and have identified tremendous opportunities.” 
 
Johnson is a board member of Decorah Power, the entity created about a year ago to 
explore the creation of a public utility in this community of 7,900. 
 
Talk of a municipal utility surfaced after several attempts to develop renewable energy in 
the city ran into policies of Interstate Power and Light, the investor-owned utility that 
currently serves Decorah and much of the state. 
 
Five of the Decorah’s largest institutions at one point envisioned building a shared 2.5-
megawatt solar array that could provide power to each of the partners. Interstate was 
cool to the proposal, though, and the Iowa Utilities Board never offered much of a 
response to it. 
 



 
One of those institutions, Luther College, has tried several approaches to generating 
some of its own power from renewables, but it’s consistently run into insurmountable 
policies from Interstate. 
 
Johnson, the director of the Winneshiek Energy District, said a city-owned utility in 
Decorah would likely create more opportunities for clean energy and would also have 
benefits far beyond that including local control, cheaper power, economic 
development, the retention of utility payments in town, job creation and greater energy 
efficiency. 
 
Although the feasibility study, conducted by NewGen Strategies & Solutions and two 
other consultants, signaled that municipalization could work, Johnson said he’s aware of 
what a long and arduous process it would entail. The City of Boulder (Colo.), for example, 
last November approved a tax measure that will provide the funds needed to continue 
exploring the possibility of creating a city utility. That process began seven years ago. 
 
“We’ve seen some happen in three years. And some take 20 years,” said Ursula Schryver, 
vice-president of education and customer programs for the American Public Power 
Association. An enthusiastic community tends to hasten the process, she noted, while a 
resistant incumbent utility tends to slow it down. 
 
Interstate does not favor the Decorah Power plan, and contends that it “should concern 
the citizens of this community,” company spokesman Mike Wagner wrote in an e-mail. 
He claims that a city utility would not have local service crews, meaning a potentially 
delayed response to an emergency such as a tornado. 
 
He also said that Decorah Power has indicated it would take over serving some 
customers outside the Decorah city limits, meaning that those customers would not have 
a vote as to who provides their power in the future. 
 
Furthermore, a consultant for Interstate estimated the value of the company’s Decorah 
distribution assets at $50 million, nearly 10 times the value estimated by Decorah Power’s 
consultant. 
 
“We don’t think it’s reasonable to ask citizens to take on millions in new debt to pay for a 
utility system that Decorah residents have already paid for through their utility bills,” 
Wagner said. 
 
The company plans to ask the city council for an opportunity to present its perspective 
on the matter. 
 
Every year there are communities that start to explore creating a municipal utility to take 
the place of a for-profit utility, Schryver said. Although motivations tend to vary, she said 
that the desire for clean energy has been the main driver recently. 
 
A few new municipal utilities have taken shape lately. In California, the South San 
Joaquin Irrigation District, which provides water service, recently won approval from state 



 
authorities to create an electrical utility as well, meaning it will displace Pacific Gas & 
Electric in that locality. 
 
“It’s likely they’ll take over that system in the next year or so,” Schryver said. 
 
Jefferson County in Washington state formed a municipal utility in 2013 to serve about 
18,000 customers who formerly purchased electricity from Puget Sound Energy. Three 
smaller communities — two in Alaska and one in Ohio — also created new municipal 
utilities in the past few years, according to Schryver. 
 
Although exploration of municipalization doesn’t always result in a city-owned utility, 
Schryver said it can effect change in other ways. In Minneapolis, for example, efforts to 
depart from Xcel Energy ceased when the utility agreed to expand its clean-energy 
portfolio. 
 
In Iowa, the state regulator ultimately would have to give Decorah Power the right to 
serve as the monopoly electric provider in and around Decorah. Long before that, the 
people of Decorah and the Decorah City Council would have to embrace the idea. A 
public vote is required, and it is the next item on the agenda, according to Johnson. 
 
Although he and other promoters of municipalization presented the feasibility study to 
the Decorah City Council on Tuesday evening, Johnson said it’s too soon to ask that the 
question be put on a ballot. 
 
“Right now, we want to let the council and the community digest the results. We think it’s 
a good idea to move towards a referendum, but we are not asking them to do that 
tonight. People need time to study the results.” 
 
The cost to customers would depend, in part, on how Decorah Power would purchase its 
power. Buying it all with secure long-term contracts would be the most expensive option, 
while purchasing it all daily on the wholesale market could be the cheapest and most 
volatile. Assuming a city utility struck a balance, purchasing 70 percent each day in the 
marketplace and locking up 30 percent in long-term contracts, the consultant estimated 
that, averaged over all of the city’s customers, Decorah Power could provide electricity 
at 4 to 5 cents less per kilowatt hour than Interstate Power and Light. 
 
That is generally consistent with experience nationwide, at least where residential 
customers are concerned. According to the public power association, residential 
customers of public power utilities pay an average of 11.5 cents per kilowatt hour, while 
those of rural electric coops pay 11.6 cents and customers of investor-owned utilities pay 
13.2 cents on average. 
 
And customers of the country’s 2,009 municipal utilities also tend to enjoy better 
reliability, according to the association. They are without power roughly half as many 
minutes each year as the industry average. 
 
Johnson said that over the past year, Decorah Power has hosted many speakers from 
municipal utilities and rural electric coops as well as an engineer from the Massachusetts 



 
Institute of Technology in an effort to ensure that city residents are educated before they 
make a decision if, and when, the matter is on the ballot. 
 
He pointed out that even if voters approve the initiative, and even if the Iowa Utilities 
Board gives its blessing, Interstate still could take the issue to court. 
 
“We know it’s a process,” he said, “and it’s not going to be cheap or quick.” 
 
 
Utilities board asks providers to pass tax cut benefits to customers 
KCRG 
January 19, 2018 
 
DES MOINES, Iowa (KCRG-TV9) -- The Iowa Utilities Board is asking the state’s energy 
providers to look at their books and see what, if any, savings can be passed along to 
customers following the federal government’s passage of tax reform, last month. 
 
“The Iowa Utilities Board has issued an order opening an investigation regarding the 
effect that the reduction in the federal corporate income tax in the Federal Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act of 2017, will have on Iowa rate-regulated utilities,” said Don Tormey, a 
spokesman for the board. “The Board is opening this inquiry to gather information and to 
determine whether the retail customer rates of each utility are still just and reasonable as 
required by Iowa law.” 
 
Tormey said federal income tax expense “can be a significant factor” when figuring out 
customer rates. 
 
The board’s order called on MidAmerican Energy Company, Alliant Energy-Interstate 
Power and Light Company, Black Hills Energy, Liberty Utilities, and Iowa American Water 
Company to provide info detailing the impact the tax cut is expected to have on 
finances. Also, to provide some ideas the company might have on passing any benefits 
along to customers. 
 
 
“Each rate-regulated utility is required to track calculated differences resulting from the 
new Federal Tax Act since January 1, 2018,” said Tormey, “and what would have been 
recorded if the Act had not gone into effect, such that any overpayments can be 
refunded or provided to customers in some manner, if appropriate.” 
 
The Utilities Board will hold a workshop at 1:00 p.m., January 25 to give the utilities a 
chance to present their findings. More proceedings could follow after board members 
meet with the company representatives in that workshop. 
 
In December, Republicans passed the most sweeping rewrite of the nation's tax laws in 
more than three decades. Rewriting the code had been a longtime goal of the party 
and an effort championed by President Donald Trump. 
 
Democrats complained the package is a giveaway to corporations and the rich. 



 
 
The tax cuts total nearly $1.5 trillion over the next decade and took effect in January. 
Workers are expected to see changes in the amount of taxes withheld from their 
paychecks in February. 
 
 
Feasibility study sees over $5 million annual savings if local utility formed 
The Decorah Newspapers 
January 17, 2018 
 
A municipal electric utility could provide electricity to the city of Decorah for about $5 
million less a year than current provider Alliant Energy, according to a recently 
completed feasibility study requested by the citizens’ group Decorah Power. 
 
The results of the study, compiled by NewGen Strategies and Solutions of Denver, Colo., 
Dave Berg Consulting of Rosemount, Minn. and Exponential Engineering of Fort Collins, 
Colo., were reported during Tuesday night’s Decorah City Council meeting. 
 
“Alliant has the highest rates in the state,” Berg told the Council. 
Even if the feasibility study’s rate analysis “was way too optimistic,” overstating Alliant’s 
future rates while underestimating the rates a MEU would charge, there would still be a 
significant difference between the rates the two entities would charge, he said. 
 
The Decorah City Council has taken steps that have allowed Decorah Power to explore 
a municipal electric utility (MEU) for the city. Last March, the Council approved a 
moratorium on renegotiating a franchise agreement renewal with Alliant Energy. The 
current agreement with Alliant expires in May. 
 
The Council also approved having Decorah Power pursue a feasibility study of 
establishing a MEU; no city funds have been used toward the study. 
“The rate differential is robust and rates would be stable for quite some time,” Andy 
Johnson of Decorah, treasurer of Decorah Power, said. 
Having a local utility would have a “tremendous impact” on the local economy, he 
added. 
The purpose of the study was to answer the question of whether a MEU could operate at 
a lower overall rate as compared to Alliant. 
 
“The answer is a resounding yes,” Johnson said. 
 
The NewGen report projected a MEU would charge an average community wide rate of 
about 9 cents per kilowatt hour, compared to the 13 cents per hour charged by Alliant. 
Over a 10-year period, annual savings would range from $5.3 million in the first year to 
$5.9 million in the tenth year. 
 
Code allows 
Iowa Code gives municipalities the right to apply to the Iowa Utilities Board (IUB) for the 
creation of a MEU. The IUB must grant the request if it deems the proposal to be in the 
public interest. 



 
 
The first step toward exploring a MEU was completion of a feasibility study. Decorah 
Power and/or the Council will now decide whether or not to bring the idea of forming a 
MEU to a citywide vote. The Council could call for a vote, or citizens could petition to 
have the issue placed on a ballot. 
 
If the public votes to approve it, the city would file a MEU application with the IUB. If the 
IUB gives its approval, the city would buy out Alliant’s electrical infrastructure and service 
the customer base. 
 
Iowa has 136 municipally owned electric utilities, 44 rural electric cooperatives and two 
investor-owned utilities. 
 
“We’re not reinventing the wheel. There are 2,000 MEUs nationwide, it’s something 
communities are pretty good at,” Johnson said. 
 
The Upper Midwest is a “hotbed” for MEUs, Berg said. Many of them are more than 100 
years old and were established in places in the “middle of nowhere” – where the citizens 
had to form their own utility themselves if they wanted electricity. 
 
A local utility board, appointed by the mayor and approved by the Council, would 
oversee the MEU. By having local control, Johnson said the utility board could set 
priorities for the community and make decisions on how the savings of having a MEU 
would be best utilized – whether it be lower rates, investing in clean energy, improving 
reliability by burying power lines and other practices or paying down debt faster. 
 
Cost 
The feasibility study estimated the cost of purchasing Alliant’s physical assets at 
$5,087,775, which factors in depreciation. 
 
Startup costs for a new utility, including attorney, consulting and regulatory fees, labor, 
software and equipment, total about $2 million. 
Financing acquisition through a 5 percent taxable bond issue over 20 years would result 
in a $446,000 annual debt payment and financing startup costs through a 3.5 percent 
tax-exempt 20-year bond issue would require an annual $160,000 annual debt payment. 
 
Former IUB member 
Decorah Power has hired attorneys Andy Nelson of Decorah and Sheila Tipton of Des 
Moines to assist in the organization’s efforts. 
 
Tipton told the Council she has spent her 38-year law career in the public utility arena 
and is a former member of the IUB. She said she became involved with Decorah citizens 
who wanted to build a community solar field in Decorah a few years ago, which was not 
allowed to happen. The citizens formed Decorah Power, which began looking into 
municipalization, about 16 months ago. 
 



 
Tipton said Alliant has requested the city delay a referendum on a MEU until Alliant works 
with the city and Decorah Power to determine if data is missing from the Decorah Power 
analysis that could be used to improve the accuracy of its feasibility study. 
 
But Tipton said because of Alliant’s failure to provide information the Council previously 
requested due to confidentiality and security issues, she sees no reason to comply with a 
delay. 
 
“I urge the Council not to take that approach, unless (Alliant) is forthcoming with their 
own information and I don’t think that’s going to happen. I see no reason to engage in 
that effort. That would result in more expenses to Decorah Power and more delay. My 
own view is you should just get on with it. I encourage the Council to call for the 
referendum and start the process,” Tipton said. 
 
Asset determination 
Tipton was asked about how Alliant’s assets would be determined and she responded 
the IUB determines their value and whether it’s in the public interest to acquire those 
assets. 
 
The attorney said Decorah is not in the same situation as other communities that in 
recent years were unsuccessful in their attempts to establish a MEU. 
“Not only is this (Decorah Power) feasibility study very well done, it’s only going to get 
better. Decorah is a very progressive city in terms of its views about renewable energy 
and energy efficiency and operating those systems for public good,” she said. 
Mayor Lorraine Borowski said the city has a lot of information from Decorah Power, as 
well as Alliant Energy, to digest. 
 
Council member Randy Schissel suggested after reviewing the information, 
representatives of Decorah Power and Alliant be brought back to answer questions from 
the Council. 
 
Borowski allowed two comments from the public at the conclusion of the meeting. Herb 
Hageman of Decorah, a former Alliant employee, asked whether a MEU would be 
insured for catastrophic losses, and Berg said all of his clients are. 
Hageman also asked if more citizens install their own solar panels whether the MEU could 
handle the loss of revenue from those customers. 
 
Berg responded he doesn’t envision 1,000-roof-top solar installations in Decorah, but if 
there were a drop in revenue due to customers producing their own energy, there also 
would be a reduction to the MEU’s cost for purchasing wholesale power. 
Miles Hayes of Decorah said Decorah should move forward to become “a beacon of 
the self- sustainable movement.” 
 
Culmination 
Tuesday night’s report is the culmination of efforts that have been going on by local 
volunteers for nearly a year and a half, Decorah Power Board President Larry Grimstad 
told Decorah Newspapers. 
 



 
Johnson said the people involved believe the potential benefits of a MEU are large and 
significant enough that it’s worth making the effort to pursue the idea. 
“The reason we got started with this in the first place was looking at what a new business 
in town, with revenue of $10 million to $15 million a year, could offer Decorah … simply 
running a business with that kind of revenue there should be some opportunity for local 
engagement,” said Decorah Power Secretary Joel Zook. 
 
“Decorah Power believes that while not without risk, the opportunities facing Decorah 
through creation of a 21st century MEU will pay community dividends for generations, 
and simultaneously promote a healthier world for those future generations. We have 
done our best to do our homework and hope the NewGen feasibility study and this 
companion report provide sound footing for the community and City Council to 
proceed,” a statement from the Decorah Power Board said. 
 
The NewGen feasibility study results and a companion piece developed by Decorah 
Power which includes contributions from “experts” who presented on the topic of MEUs 
as part of a learning series organized by Decorah Power last year are posted on Decorah 
Power’s website, decorahpower.org. 
 
 
Small Town going big with solar 
PennEnergy 
January 16, 2018 
 
The City of Bloomfield's journey to energy independence has taken a big step forward 
this December, after years of research, evaluation, and planning by many of the top 
energy professionals around the Midwest, and beyond. Bloomfield, with a population of 
less than 3,000 people, has installed a massive 1.86 megawatt solar field to generate their 
own power. 
 
The solar field completed construction at the end of December, and will produce 10% of 
Bloomfield’s annual energy.  This project is the largest tracking solar array in the state of 
Iowa to date. A tracking solar array, compared to a traditional fixed array,  rotates on an 
axis to follow the sun as it moves during the day. This gathers significantly more solar 
power. 
 
IFS research reveals opportunities for oil & gas firms to drive digital transformation – 
however 1 in 3 see talent deficit as a challenge 
The lack of digital skills among talent in the oil and gas industry is palpable. In a recent 
research survey commissioned from IFS and Raconteur Custom Publishing, smaller 
companies reported that they are overwhelmed by this challenge and industry wide, 
organizations of all sizes feel that there is an overall lack of preparedness in regards to 
digital change.  
 
Bloomfield’s solar project, is part of what city officials have hailed as, “a community effort 
to become energy independent by 2030.” 
 



 
"It’s for the future. It’s not for today, it’s for 20 years from now, it’s for 50 years from now... 
to hedge against rising costs of energy production." said City Councilman Earl Howard, 
who has lived in Bloomfield for over 38 years.  
 
The project was a long time coming, after the Bloomfield City Council decided to pursue 
energy independence in the Fall of 2014, on the heels of a study conducted by the Iowa 
Association of Municipal Utilities. The study revealed that small towns could “save big” 
with efficiency renewables.  
 
Howard explains that the solar project, “frees up city revenues for other projects, it saves 
the home owner money. If we are buying less high priced energy, then we are not raising 
the rates to the consumer so that’s the stability of it… It gives the homeowner funds to be 
able to use for other things that they need.“ 
 
Through hard work and dedication Bloomfield is pioneering the path to stabilized energy 
prices for every resident long term. The project is one of several utility scale projects in the 
state installed by Iowa Wind and Solar. 
 
 
Iowa State's carbon footprint 
Iowa State Daily 
January 13, 2018 
 
With the student population increasing at such a rapid pace over the years, it’s essential 
that this surplus of students have a place to live throughout their college career. Because 
of all the necessary housing, some might think monitoring the carbon footprint of the 
university’s housing can be easily overlooked. 
 
A carbon footprint is the amount of carbon emissions we create or make. There are four 
scopes to our carbon footprint. Scope one is fuels we burn to provide energy. Scope two 
is fuel we use, such as transportation services like a car or bus. Scope three and four are 
travel beyond campus, which Iowa State doesn’t monitor. These are things we purchase 
that are burning fuels together. 
 
Students are using energy and some buildings are not providing energy-efficient 
environments. From lights lighting the hallways 24 hours a day, seven days a week to 
heating and cooling that can sometimes escape due to the age of the building, these 
small things are leaving a large impact on how the university affects the environment. 
 
“Everything we use takes energy,” said Merry Rankin, Iowa State’s director of 
sustainability. “It’s important to know the impact that we’re making.” 
 
From the university dorms provided, such as Oak-Elm or Maple, to off-campus housing 
such as Campustown or The Edge, students everywhere are constantly consuming and 
producing energy. 
 



 
Campustown apartments house approximately 12,000 students. With so many 
apartments to look after, monitoring the energy use of each individual unit could be 
challenging. 
 
Jordan Haferbier, junior in kinesiology and health, said she watches her energy use not so 
much for sustainability, but rather because of her electric bill. 
 
“My one roommate is like the ‘light police,’” Haferbier said. “After our first electric bill we 
were shocked and really cut down using lights. Other than that if we are gone for a few 
days, we all unplug our stuff in our own rooms to save money and energy, and we don't 
keep our heat above 70 to also save money.” 
 
Haferbier lives at Campustown apartments and pays around $560 each month for rent. 
On top of that, her bill for last month’s electricity was $220. That can be very straining on 
a student’s budget, but it is something that cannot be controlled. Everything needs 
energy, and electricity is the largest energy requirement of them all. 
 
“Saving money is one of my biggest concerns in college,” said Zach Williamson, senior in 
journalism who lives off campus. “I think the only reason I would consider myself ‘green’ is 
because I am constantly flipping off light switches, taking cold showers and being scarce 
with my heating solely to save a couple of bucks.” 
 
Some students preserve energy to save their bank accounts, but the housing options at 
Iowa State also have to re-discover what they must do to be proactive and save energy 
as a whole. 
 
The university does just that. They have a whole team dedicated to tracking and 
overseeing the energy use here at Iowa State. 
 
“We track it [our carbon footprint] because science says carbon emissions are causing 
global warming,” said Jeff Witt, director of utilities. “And I have to send it to the EPA. 
There’s a lot that goes into this stuff.” 
 
Oak Elm 
 
Oak-Elm is one of the oldest and largest dorms on campus. It is 132,483 square feet and 
houses around 430 residents. Due to its age and size, Oak-Elm has had to make some 
sacrifices to the size of their carbon footprint over the years. Madelyn Peterson, freshman 
resident of Oak-Elm, knows just that. 
 
“I really think they [Oak-Elm] could do without the lights being on in the hallways all the 
time,” Peterson said. “Motion-sensor lights would work just as well and it feels like a waste 
of energy. I feel the same about our heating and cooling. It’s like, no matter how high we 
turn our furnace on a cold day, I feel like it just goes out the window, and it’s pointless.” 
 
Some students have similar opinions to Peterson on older dorms. This is because old 
buildings require a manual switch, rather than the use of a thermostat or automatic 
system. 



 
 
“It’s more difficult to control the heating in older dorms such as Oak-Elm,” said Rankin. 
“Someone has to go down in the basement and manually turn the heat on or off, and 
we don’t want to do that until we’re absolutely sure it’s going to be cold for a while.” 
 
Oak-Elm is on the higher spectrum of energy use amongst the dorms here on campus for 
numerous reasons. The biggest reason is because of its dining center, Conversations. The 
dorms that use the most energy, according to data provided by Iowa State Department 
of Residence, are the ones with dining services inside of them. These include places such 
as Oak-Elm, UDCC, Linden and the Maple-Willow-Larch Commons. 
 
It can be easy to make assumptions about the carbon footprint here on campus. For 
many students, it is easy to assume Iowa State and the community are not doing 
anything to monitor their carbon footprint. For example, Emma Kessler, junior in event 
management, thinks the walls at The Edge are not exactly what she expected. 
 
“The walls are just so thin,” said Kessler. “My room is always the same temperature as 
whatever it is outside, and I can’t even open my window if it’s hot outside or I need fresh 
air. I feel like I don’t really have control on whether or not my room is going to be hot or 
cold because the walls are so thin.” 
 
This is something campus housing has been trying to do to improve dorm life. Although 
there is nothing they can provide for The Edge, as the university does not own it, there 
are strides made each day in the dorms. 
 
 “We will begin installation of new, thermally efficient windows with sun shading in our 
facilities, which will reduce solar gain and heat loss,” said Roger Graden, associate 
director of residence for the Department of Residence. “The anticipated schedule for 
these changes are: summer of 2018 will be Linden, Wallace, Wilson, phase one of Friley; 
summer of 2019 will be Birch, Welch Roberts, phase two of Friley, Hesler Hall; summer of 
2018 will be phase two and three of Friley Hall.” 
 
With each day that comes, Iowa State is making strides toward a more eco-friendly and 
sustainable solution for student housing. Whether it be making new dorms, remodeling 
old dorms or even going in and monitoring campus living, they are prepared for what’s 
to come. 
 
“We have made significant renovations over the years, and we will continue to make 
them,” said Rankin. “We look at how we can manage our energy portfolio and go from 
there.” 
 
 


